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Dear MASD Families, 

 Today was the last day of the Third Marking Period, and this school year seems to be just flying by.  

Springtime is upon us, and with this time of year, I usually feel a little rejuvenation, renewal and regrowth in myself.  

Maybe it’s that outside the flowers are starting to peek through the ground, the sun is shining a little brighter and a 

little longer, and I’ve ramped up my exercise routine while participating in our District’s Spring Fitness Challenge.  

Well, whatever it is about this time of year that gives me a renewed energy, I’ll take it!   

 We are about to have a few days off for Spring Break.  I encourage you all to use this break as an 

opportunity to get outside a little more, spend some time with your families and prepare for our final marking period 

of the school year.  This is an important time of the school year to keep the momentum of learning flowing in our 

students.  Encouraging our students, your children, to continue working hard, putting in the extra effort to study and 

better themselves during this final marking period of the year should result in a strong academic finish to this school 

year and a feeling of preparedness for the next school year.   

COVID-19 – Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic and guidance from the PA Department of 

Education, we ask all families to continue practicing social distancing, wear a mask or face covering and wash your 

hands frequently to help stop the spread of the virus.  The number of positive cases by school is continuously 

monitored and reported even for those students not currently in the buildings.  It is of utmost importance for parents 

and staff to contact school nurses with any updates for students, staff or anyone participating in extracurriculars who 

have tested positive or who are in quarantine, as the requirement to temporarily close a school is a school-by-school 

decision based on the number of cases.  The contact information for each of our school nurses is listed below. 

Mifflinburg Area High School   Mifflinburg Middle School 

Ms. Kerstetter     Ms. Ewing 

570-966-8242     570-966-8292 

mkerstetter@mifflinburg.org   eewing@mifflinburg.org 

 

Mifflinburg Intermediate School   Mifflinburg Elementary School 

Ms. Phibbs     Ms. Cresswell 

570-966-8276     570-966-8327 

lphibbs@mifflinburg.org    ccresswell@mifflinburg.org 

 

 On March 30, 2021, The PA Departments of Health and Education announced updated recommendations 

for K-12 schools on social distancing in classrooms in alignment with the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s newest research.  The update indicates that beginning April 5, 2021, Pennsylvania students may now be 

at least three (3) feet apart in classrooms.  Universal masking remains a requirement in all school buildings.  While 

our District will continue to practice the prevention strategies and mitigation efforts that we have already 

implemented in order to safely remain open for in-person instruction, we are appreciative of the additional flexibility 

this change allows. 

 

   Building Updates – Please see a brief recap from each of our School Principals.   

High School – The Month of March is ending along with the 3rd Marking Period on April 1st, and this is no 

April Fool’s joke.  Some very interesting things have come about during this month, which include completion of 

last Spring’s Keystone exam testing.  This was for students who completed a Keystone related class as of last 
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Spring, such as Algebra I, Biology, and ELA.  We do anticipate completing the Keystone testing for this year’s 

students who are taking one of the aforementioned classes, which will occur in May. 

As we enter the end of the third marking period, we also embark on the end of a long career for Mrs. 

Haines, Mathematics teacher at the high school.  All good things must come to an end and we wish her well in the 

next venture of her life.  We also take the opportunity to welcome Mrs. Corman, who is joining our ELA 

department.  She had been serving in the role of long-term sub, but now is a permanent fixture at the high school. 

Another academic note involves presentations by students in the MPower class, which is a project-based 

class encompassing Math, ELA, and Social Studies.  The presentations are the culmination of their latest project at 

the High School, Wednesday, March 31st. 

Mrs. Faunce’s AP Language students received notoriety for their efforts in a writing contest promoted by 

the Standard Journal.  Anthony Serrano Alvarez won $25 and 5 passes to Knoebel’s as he was awarded 3rd place for 

his submission in the contest.  Six more Mifflinburg students were given all-day passes for their participation in the 

annual contest. 

The Spring Musical was postponed from its original date to April 8th, 9th, and 10th, with the same viewing 

options and times as previously outlined.  Good luck to all the cast and stage helpers who have spent countless hours 

for its preparation. 

Many educators have opted for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, which has put a positive spin on previous 

updates regarding COVID-19 impacts.  This gives these educators an added protective barrier in this fight against 

quarantines and school closures.  We are excited for the light at the end of the tunnel. 

Something to look forward to next year is the move to a modified block schedule.  There will be 

similarities resembling the positives experienced through this year, but adjustments for other classes such as 

electives.  This will aid in more assistance for students with IEPs and others needing extra help.  It may also create 

an opportunity for an additional half credit and create a portion of time for advisory periods and Keystone 

remediation classes.  This is a work in progress, but it is suggesting many exciting changes for high school students. 

 

Middle School – The Middle School staff has been working diligently to prepare for the Pennsylvania 

System of School Assessments (PSSA).  The staff has been certified to handle testing materials and trained on the 

guidelines for the test by the guidance department.  A parent letter will be posted on our website, as well as, a paper 

copy will be sent home for review.  Our test dates will be on April 19th, 20th, and 22nd for ELA.  The math PSSA will 

follow on April 27th and 29th. The science PSSA will occur on May 3rd and 4th for just our 8th graders.  Please look to 

our website after Spring Break for additional information. 

The Middle School Improvement Team has met and decided to again offer Wildcat Academy for all 

students to close potential learning gaps created by COVID-19.  On April 8th, 12th, 13th and 15th, staff will be present 

to support students who need some extra support for deficiencies or enrichment.  Wildcat Academy will take place 

from 2:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the dates listed above.  Parents will need to pick-up their children from school 

promptly at 4:30 p.m.  Wildcat Academy will not be held during PSSA testing time, but will resume on May 3rd, 4th 

and 7th and continue until May 27th on each Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  We hope to see lots of students 

investing in this opportunity to help personalize their learning.  Please check the calendar on our school website for 

additional information. 

 
Intermediate School – March was a busy month at the Intermediate School.  In addition to teachers 

carrying out engaging lessons and focusing their attention on close reading strategies, Text Dependent Analysis 

writing strategies and math open ended question strategies, many other events were taking place.  The Intermediate 

School along with the Elementary school enjoyed our 2 Schools, 1 Book Family Engagement Activity of reading 

The World According to Humphrey.  Students and their families were encouraged to read a chapter each night 

through March 18th.  While reading, families were encouraged to participate in several fun family engagement 

activities.  The most popular being designing Humphrey’s cage.  Students were challenged to answer daily trivia 

questions based on the nightly chapters they read and to look for Humphrey who found creative hiding places in the 

Intermediate School.  Overall 2 Schools, 1 Book was a huge success.  We want to thank all of our families for 

participating.  The Intermediate School held a special Read Across America Spirit Dress Week the first week of 

March.  You might have seen some pictures of the spirit week in local newspapers.  Mrs. Edinger and our third-

grade students participated in “Heart of America” concerts.  Each class performed for teachers and staff members at 

the Intermediate School.  A special thank you to Mr. Haynes and Mr. Geipel for helping ensure the concerts were 

recorded so Mrs. Edinger could post them in her Google Classroom for families to enjoy.  The Intermediate 

School’s HSA will be hosting a Virtual Spring Book Fair starting March 29th and running through April 11th.  Please 

see the I.S. website for details on how to shop/purchase books.   

Planning for our upcoming April PSSA testing took place throughout the month.  Parents are encouraged to 

review all PSSA testing documents that were shared via Blackboard Connect and posted on the I.S. website.  

Looking ahead to April; Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on April 15th and 16th.  These conferences will be 



 

 

student led conferences where the students showcase their work and goals.  PSSA testing for in-person students will 

begin on April 19th and carry on through May 4th.  E-learning students will begin PSSA testing on May 5th and 

complete testing on May 13th.   After PSSA testing, Intermediate School teachers will continue their instruction of 

grade level standards and begin to preview content that will be taught next year at the next grade level.  We will 

continue to close learning gaps and accelerate learning for students based on data and their individual learning paths.  

We look forward to another great month.  As always, the Intermediate School thanks our families for their ongoing 

support and partnership in their child’s education. 
 

Elementary School – Happy April from Mifflinburg Elementary School.  As we move into the final 

marking period, we will continue to introduce new content in all academic areas to fully prepare all students to 

transition to the next grade level.  Parent-teacher conferences will be held on April 15th and 16th, and kindergarten 

registration will be held from April 1st through April 30th.  For additional information regarding kindergarten 

registration, please refer to the District’s website www.mifflinburg.org.   

We want to thank all of our families for actively participating in our 2 Schools, 1 Book Activity.  The 

support provided by families being fully engaged in reading the book with their children and participating in our 

daily connections activities was amazing.  We encourage all families to visit the website and check-out our photo 

galleries related to this event.   

 

Enjoy the break, and have a great weekend! 

      Very truly yours, 

      Daniel R. Lichtel 

      DANIEL R. LICHTEL 

      Superintendent 
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